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ISAIAH, i. 18, 19, 20. 


COME NOW, AND LET US REASON TOGETHER, SAITH THEY 
LORD: TROUGH YOUR SINS BE AS SCARLET, THEY SHALL 

BE AS WHITE AS SNOW; THOUGH THEY BE RED LIKE 
CRIMSON, THEY SHALL BE AS WOOL. 


IF YE BE WILLING AND OBEDIENT, YE SHALL EAT. THE GOOD 
OF THE LAND. 


BUT IF YE REFUSE AND REBEL, YE SHALL BE DEVOURED 


WITH THE SWORD ; FOR THE MOUTH OF THE LORD HATH 
SPOKEN IT. 


PON fo folemn an occaſion as the pteſent, it is | 

the duty of every ſerious miniſter of the Goſ- 
pel to awaken the unthinking and careleſs part of 
mankind to a due ſenſe of their real ſituation; to 
preſent to their view, without weakneſs or aggravation, 
a faithful mirror of themſelves; to recall their thoughts 


from the conſideration of cauſes that are varying and 


B tecondary, 


131 
ſecondary, to ſome reflection upon ſuch as are perma- 
nent and primary; to lead them, ſrom an excluſive 
rcliance upon the courage and fidelity of their fleets 
and armies, to a firm dependence upon an over-ruling 
Providence; above all, to point out to them the in- 
ſeparable connection between the real proſperity of a 


kingdom and the religions ſentiments and conduct of 
thoſe who dwell therein. 


TIE words which I have choſen for the ſubje& of 
the following diſcourſe are ſo clear, that they require 
no comment; and ſo affecting, that they can never be 
liſtened to with indifference, They are part of a pro- 


phecy, which is uſhered in with an uncommon mag- 


nificence of idea and expreſſion, for the purpoſe, pro- 
bably, of more deeply impreſſing the mind. Heaven 
and earth are called upon to hear the denunciation of 
Gop's vengeance againſt the impiety of the Jews, and 
his gracious promiſes of mercy upon their penitence 
and amendment. They are informed by the Prophet, 
or rather, the Supreme Being is himſelf introduced to 
announce to them, that, notwithſtanding their preſent 
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ſtate of dereliction, though their country was ravaged, 
and laid waſte by inſolent invaders, yet all the 
cftorts of their enemies ſhould in the end be fruſtrated, 
and that Gop would fignally interpoſe in their favour, 
if, reformed by his juſt judgments, they would 


* (a) CEASE To Do EVIL, and return to him, with 
true faith and ſincere repentance ; without which 
f THE FAST, AND THE DAY OF RESTRAINT” 
are in every age alike ; hypocritical and contemptible 
mockeries, or, at beſt, a mere “ form of godlineſs,” 
without energy, and without effect. & 


WHoEveR reads the Bible muſt acknowledge, that 

3 almoſt every page of the hiſtorical and prophetical 

| parts of it announces this important truth, which it 

| is the principal object of my preſent addreſs to illuſtrate 
and enforce ; namely, that national proſperity, rightly 
underſtood, is, by the ſpecial direction of Providence, 
the effect of a juſt ſenſe of religion among thoſe who 


(9) Ifaiah I, 16, (9) Iſaiah i. 13. Biſhop Lowth's Tranſlation, 
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compoſe a nation. By national profperity I mean, not 
a ſudden influx of wealth; not a wide extenſion of 
empire; but that proſperity to which our bleſſed Lok 
alludes, in his Sermon on the Mount, when he ſays, 
that the © a MEEK SHALL INHERIT THE EARTH,” 
that 1s, by the peculiar - providence of Gop, they 
ſhall be ſecured in the quiet poſſeſſion of all thoſe rights, 
which are truly valuable. With reſpect to the Jewiſh 
nation, we have the moſt undeniable proofs, that with 
them the public welfare was, by divine appointment, 


uniformly annexed to the religious obedience of indivi- 


duals ; and that diſtreſs and miſery in the State were the 
invariable conſequences of irreligion and apoſtacy in the 


People. . 


Bur it may be faid, that we have nv right to 
infer, from the methods em ployed by Divine Wiſdom 
in the cſtabliſhment and adminiſtration of the Jewiſh 
theocracy, that the. ſame methods will be applied by 
the Governor of the Univerſe to merely human inſti- 
tutions—If we did not live in an age when men in 

(4) Matthew v. 5+ 
5 general, 


[51 


general, from not being ſufficiently grounded in the 


great truths of Revelation, are apt to be hurried away 
by every ſuperficial argument, it would not be neceſ- 
ſary to take any notice of ſo groundleſs an objection. 


Tur the Jewiſh ſyſtem was, in ſome reſpects, of 
a very peculiar nature, is univerfally allowed ; but in 
the manner of governing his. people, the Supreme 
Being moſt certainly treated them as moral agents ; he 
„(e) DREW THEM WITH THE CORDS OF. A MAN * 
and no good reaſon can poſſibly be given, why, in the 
common courſe of Divine Providence, the ſame mode 
of guidance which the Ruler of the world vouch- 
ſafed to his favoured people, ſhould not be extended 
(in a great degree at leaſt) to every other civil govern- 
ment. On the contrary, very good reaſons may be 
aſſigned why it ſhould be ſo extended. 1it, This may 
be inferred from the deductions of unaſſiſted reaſon 
on the nature of the Supreme Being, conſidered under 
the character of a moral Governor.—2dly, The fame 
inference may be drawn from the expreſs declarations 


of Scripture. | 
e Hoſea xi. 4. 
Tur 
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Tux belief of the exiſtence of a moral Governor, 


Juſt and equal in the diſtribution of rewards and pu- 


niſhments, is ſo cloſely connected with the belief, and 


even with the conception, of the being and attributes 
of Gop, that upon the principles of human reaſon 
only, where one has been admitted, the other has al- 
moſt univerſally followed: it is indeed very difficult to 
ſeparate theſe ideas. At the fame time it muſt be al- 
lowed, that the apparent irregularities in the moral 
world are too obvious for any man of reflection not ko 
perceive, that the deſign of a moral government (as 
far at leaſt as individuals are concerned in it) is not 
perfected in the preſent ſtate of exiſtence. 


InDivipvaALs, therefore, whatever be their condition, 
may reft aſſured, that the ſcene is not finally cloſed 
here, but that they may look forward, with a juſt and 
reaſonable confidence, to a future ſtate, in which all 
theſe irregularities will diſappear, 


Wirn reſpect to Communities, the caſe is very dif- 


ferent. 


As 


N 

As ſuch, they will not exiſt hereaſter and therefore it 
is highly reaſonable to conclude, that as ſuch they will 
invariably receive their portion of reward or puniſh- 
ment here. So far mere human reaſon may venture to 
go—and has gone.—For, to exempt the Deity en- 
tirely from all attention to the concerns of this world; 
to ſuppoſe him totally regardleſs of the diſpoſition and 
conduct either of nations or of individuals, was never 
the language of right reaſon and true philoſophy, even 
in the heathen world ; but the wild affertion only of 
a few licentious theoriſts; who, conſidering indolence 
and fenſual gratifications as the primary objects of de- 
fire, conferred upon' their deity, what was, in their 
opinion, the completion of happineſs, a liſtleſs and volup- 
tuous immortality.— The more ſober ſages of antiquity 
rejected with diſdain ſuch degrading ideas of a moral 
Governor, and aſſerted, with great force of argument, 
the preſiding care of Providence over human affairs; 
and maintained ſtrenuouſly that mankind, conſidered 
either collectively or individually, could by no means be 
permitted to remain for ever, either impious without 
puniſhment, or pious without reward. 
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Nox were theſe opinions confined to philoſophers 


alone; they were the general and prevailing ſentiments 


among the moſt virtuous people of antiquity. During 
the happieſt ages of the Roman Commonwealth, a 
ſtrong diſpoſition to piety, and a deep ſenſe of a ſuper- 


intending Providence, under every circumſtance, whe- 


ther of proſperity or of adverſity, were the leading 


features in the character of the nation. A number of 
very ſtriking eulogies are beſtowed by their great 
{{) orator upon his countrymen, for this pious turn 


of mind, by which they were ſo honourably diſtin- 


guiſhed; and their beſt hiſtorian perpetually reminds 
us of the connection which has been ſo much inſiſted 
upon, between the religious ſentiments and conduct of 
individuals, and the welfare of the publick (g). His 
obſervations to this effect are ſo uniformly confirmed by 
the whole tenor of the Roman Hiſtory, that a great 


J See particularly his oration, De Haruſpicum Reſponſis in Senatu. 


(g) © Intuemini horum deinceps annorum vel ſecundas res, vel ad- 
« yerſas, invenietis omnia * eveniſſe ſequentibus deos, adyerfa 


« ſpernentibus,”” | a. 53: (bs alta 5. c. 51. 


9 | | modern 


EF Of ] 
modern (i) Politician, though not much diſpoſed to 
adopt, in its full extent, the true docttine of Provi- 
dence, is obliged reluctantly to confeſs; that he is very 
much at a loſs how to account for the remarkable ſuc- 
ceſs and failure of the Romans, at different periods of 
time, upon any other principle, 


Ir ſuch then were the beneficial effects of reli- 
gious ſentiments and conduct on the affairs of an 
Heathen Nation, has there now taken place ſo great 
a change in the conſtitution of things, that no public 
bleſſings may be preſumed to follow from the well- 
directed piety of a Chriſtian people, nor any public 
diſaſter be apprehended from their impiety? No; 


there is a natural tendency which juſt notions of Re- 


ligion cannot but have to promote the welfare of every 


government, by making the members of it peaceful, 


honeſt, diligent, and therefore ſucceſsful in their re- 


ſpective callings; there is a reſpect with which ſuch 


(i) Difcorſi di Niccolo Machiavelli, ſopra la prima Deca di Tito 
Livio, libro primo, cap. 11. 


. conduct 


— Wet — nd _— — — 2 = - - 
* R . rr Ry af. _ * v * = v. mad > * = * — 
” —— —-> - 


C1" 


— — 


. "RIS 1 — , — 


— - —— 


— 
. — — 


. nei ewe, 


* 
on 


— CO > 22 * ao os 


[ 16 ] 
conduct mult inſpire other nations, and real proſperity 
will be derived from this reſpect.— The reverſe too of 
all this is equally obvious, as tight eaſily be ſhewn, 
upon the principles of human reaſon only. 


Bur to turn out thoughts from Reaſon to Revela« 
tion from Man to God. The new Teſtament, in the 
inoſt explicit manner, aſſerts a natural and moral c 
nomy of the world, conducted by a Being of infinite 
power, infinite wiſdom, and infinite juſtice ; ſurveying. 
the immenſe whole, and at the ſame time extending 
his paternal care to the moſt minute parts. Moral agents 


are informed, that whether high or low; rich or poor, 


they are equally within the reach of his all- ſeeing eye; 
—that ſo. far from being left to ſtruggle through the 


preſent ſcene of things, unheeded or undiſtinguiſhed, 


0 %% THE VERY HAIRS OF their HEAD ARE 
© ALL NUMBERED” and that their gracious Creator, 
though not always perhaps here, yet moſt certainly here- 
after, © {m) WILL REWARD EVERY MAN ACCORD= 


(I) Luke, xii. 7. 
| (m) Matthew, xvi. 27. 
4 | * ING 


{ x} } 
* ING TO HIS WORKS.”'—With reſpect to communi- 
ties, as has been before obſerved, the caſe is far different ; 
as ſuch, they will not exiſt hereafter ; and we might 
therefore fairly conclude, were Scripture ſilent upon 
the ſubject, that, as ſuch, they will conſtantly receive, 
in this world, their juſt puniſhment or reward. But 


upon ſo very important a topic we are not left to the 
deductions of fallible reaſon ; we have the more ſure 
word of Scripture, In' the facred writings, it is de- 
clared, in the moſt unequivocal language, that there is 
a more than ordinary interpoſition of Providence in 
the revolutions of ſtates, God is repeatedly tiled 
the-Supreme Judge of Princes and Difpoſer of King- 
doms; which are ſaid not to flouriſh by mere worldly 
power or policy, but by his peculiar deſignation. 
He, we are told, looks down with favour upon the 
humiliation and piety of a nation; and, by a ſpecial 
determination of his Providerice, ſends national cala- 
mities, as the chaſtiſement of national pride and irre- 
ligion. The following awful paſſage from the prophet 


Jeremiah may therefore be conſidered as a warning 


2 voice, 
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voice, addreſſed to the whole world: {7 Go YE xo 
N TO MY PLACE WHICH WAS IN SHILOH, AND 
« SEE WHAT I DID TO IT, FOR THE WICKEDNESS 


« OF MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.” 


IT may now be proper to apply what has been ſaid 
to the immediate purpoſe of this day's ſolemnity. 


Ir, in conſequence of thoſe rules of eternal juſtice, 
which, both from Reaſon and Scripture, we believe the 
Supreme Being to have laid down for the meaſure of his 
proceedings, as Moral Governor of the world, it ſhould 
appear, that the real proſperity of a kingdom depends 


ultimately upon the religious ſentiments and conduct 


of thoſe who dwell therein, and that national cala- 
mities, ſooner or later, will overtake an irreligious 
people ; the following very intereſting queſtion remains 
to be aſked : Have we of this country a fair claim 
(humanly ſpeaking) to look up with confidence to 


Heaven for a continuance of that favour and protec- 


(n) Jeremiah, vii, 12. 


tion, 


[48 3 


tion, with which we long have been, and ſtill ate; 
moſt ſignally bleſſed ?—There never, perhaps, was a 


time, in which it more became us to attend to this 


very important queſtion with honeſt and ſerious con- 
ſideration ; engaged, as we are, not in a war of ambi- 
tion, 6f avarice, or of revenge, but in a juſt and 
neceſſary conteſt for every thing which makes life 
valuable; a conteſt with the common diſturbers of 
the peace of Europe; with men, whoſe mad aim it 
ſeems to be to introduce every where, and by any 
means, the ſame wretched degree of diſorder, confu- 
| ſion, and miſery, which they have brought upon them- 
ſelves. In ſuch a conteſt, we are ſurely urged by every 


motive which can influence the heart, to make uſe of all 
human precautions, and to exert ourſelves to the utmoſt, 


for the ſecurity of thoſe unparalleled bleſſings which Pro- 
vidence has graciouſly conferred upon this happy iſland. 
Prudence, perſeverance, activity, and courage, are vir- 
tues, which, in the conduct of worldly affairs, when 
properly directed, have the ſanction of, revelation, not 
keſs than of reaſon, to recommend and enforce the prac- 
tice of them.— But let us not for ever look only to 
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incidental - and immediate cauſes; as the excluſive 
ſources of national miſcarriages, or of national ſucceſs; 
Such cauſes may indeed afford an eaſy ſolution of all 
difficulties, to infidelity, indolence, or ſelf-conceit ; but 
men of reflection, and, ſtill more, well-informed Chriſ- 
tians, will look beyond theſe cauſes ; and, on ſuch a day 
as this, it is more peculiarly our duty to do ſo. Let us 
therefore impartially examine our hearts, and in- 
quire whether the ſtate of religion among us be ſuch as 
to warrant a well- grounded expectation, that Co Gon 
*© WILL GO FORTH WITH OUR ARMIES.” — This in- 
quiry, I much fear, will not turn out altogether in our 
favour. Complaints of the preſent times, eſpecially 
when made by thoſe who live at a diſtance from the 
world, are very frequently occaſioned by miſtaken or 
partial views of human life; by an over-weening conceit 
of their own ſagacity; by temporary diſappointment, or 


habitual diſcontent. But, without being under any ſuch 


influence, every man who reflects ſeriouſly upon his on 
character, or obſerves attentively the characters of 
thoſe around him, muſt acknowledge that there is in 


(c) Pfalm, xliv. 10. 


this 


[v5 1 
this country a viſible decay of that piety which is ſo 
earneſtly preſſed upon us in Scripture; as the life and 
ſoul of Chriſtianity.— To account for our neglect of fo 
ſacred a duty, it is not enough to ſay what has been 
ſo often ſaid already, that ambition, avarice, and 
pleaſure, abetted by the looſe maxims of the world, 
are cauſes fully adequate to the effect. This will not: 
entirely clear up the point. We muſt, I think, go a 
little further.—During the moſt unfortunate and diſ- 


graceful period of our hiſtory, a falſe ſemblance of piety, 


conſiſting of extravagant flights of devotion, of inward 
raptures, and bodily agitations, had well nigh baniſhed 
from the kingdom every appearance of pure and un- 
defiled religion: Upon the return of a better form of 
government, and of the free and public profeſſion of 
a more genuine faith, that hypocritical ſanctity which 
had ſo long uſurped the reſpectable name of piety, 
brought devotion itſelf into diſrepuate ; and the far greater 
part of the nation, alarmed at the conſequences of that 
fanaticiſm under which they had experienced fo many 
evils, ran violently into the oppoſite extreme of luke- 
warmneſs and indifference. This very dangerous ex- 
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treme has ever ſince been more and more prevalent ; 


| and we are now become ſo exceedingly apprehenſive 
| of appearing to fall into an enthuſiaſtic ſtrain of devo- 


| 

| | tion, that we are in danger of loſing entirely that true 
wy piety, which for many years after the reformation was 
| the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of this kingdom. It is 
IF no part of my deſign to make a vague and melancholy 
| | declaration againſt the wickedneſs of the age we live 
* in; ſuch an office is ſeldom uſeful, and can never be 
agreeable.—On the other hand, theſe are not times, nor 


| 5 is this an occaſion, or a place, in which it can be 


Wl: allowable in any degree to difſemble the truth. The 
bit | ſpirit of piety is departing from us, and in its room a 
ji [ ſpirit of falſe philoſophy, a diſbelief or diſtruſt of Pro- 
' | vidence, and an ill-placed confidence in our own rea- 
| ö ſon, and in THE ARM or FLESH,” are the leading 
features in the diſpoſition and character of by far too 
| many in every ſituation of life. This moſt certainly 
| is not the character and diſpoſition of mind wherewith 
| 


to come before the Lord to appeaſe his anger, or to 


— 


avert his judgments, much leſs to bring down upon 
our fleets and armies that blefling and aid, of which we 


| | : Pork 8 muſt 
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1 
muſt always ſtand in need. — But, thanks be to God, 
we are ſtill permitted, notwithſtanding our manifold 
offences, to entertain encouraging hopes of national 
proſperity and ſucceſs; becauſe the means of ſecuring 
to ourſelves an intereſt in the divine mercies are yet 
within our reach, and theſe means are ſo obvious, that 


they can never be miſtaken. 


Ir the promiſes of God are conditional, the condi- 
tions are not hard; and it is man's moſt important in- 
tereſt, as well as his greateſt duty, by readily comply- 
ing with thoſe conditions, to avail himſelf of the ad- 
vantages to be derived from them. The moſt gra- 
cious declarations, not only of pardon but of favour and 


protection, are, in the Goſpel, made to all thoſe who, 


with faith in the atonement made for fin by their Divine 


Maſter, are induced ſincerely to repent, and to evince, bv 
a total change in their will and affections, the ſincerity 
of their repentance.—Inſtead, therefore, of liſtening to 
every viſionary project of ' reformation in our civil 


and eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment, let each of us endea- 


vour ſeriouſly to reform himſelf, and others allo, as far 
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as his influence reaches. — Such a reformation is really 
wanted, and ardently wiſhed for by all who cordially 
value, and rightly underſtand, the happineſs they enjoy 
under a form of government which is the envy or ad- 
miration cf the reaſonable part of mankind. Such a 
reformation will entitle us to hope for and ex- 
pect that aſſiſtance and defence from the great Diſ- 
poſer of all things, 9 WHICH WILL FIGHT FOR us 
© AGAINST OUR ENEMIES, BETTER THAN A 


* MIGHTY SHIELD. 


LET us then humbly implore the Supreme Being to 
inſpire us with deep contrition, and a repentance 
productive of real amendment of life; let us alſo 
heartily endeavour ourſelves to co-operate with his 
divine grace. 

Warn we have done this, we have done all that is 
required cf us, and may ſubmit to every event with 
chcerſul reſignation; ſor even under the moſt melan- 


choly of thoſe various changes to which human life . 


(q) Ecclus, XXix. 13. 
at 


. 


at all times, but more particularly in a time like this, 


is unavoidably expoſed, a ſincere Chriſtian may not 


only ſtand up with the {tical philoſopher, ſerene and 


undiſmayed, but he may apply to himſelf the pious 


and animating ſentiments of the prophet Habakkuk. 
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r ALTHOUGH THE FIG-TREE SHALL NOT 
BLOSSOM, NEITHER SHALL FRUIT BE IN THE 
VINES, THE LABOUR OF THE OLIVE SHALL FAIL, 


AND THE FIELDS SHALL YIELD NO MEAT; 


THE FLOCKS SHALL BE CUT OFF FROM THE. 


FOLD, AND THERE SHALL BE NO HERD IN THE 
STALLS: YET I WILL REJOICE IN THE LORD, 
I WILL JOY IN THE GOD OF MY SALVATION,” 


(r) Habakk. iii. 17, 18. 


THE END... 
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